The assay of sphingolipid hydrolases in white blood cells with labelled natural substrates.
Methods were elaborated for the assay on leukocytes of sphingolipid hydrolases with native and artificial substrates. The optimal conditions for the isolation of leukocytes and the preparation of labelled sphingolipids were investigated. The KM and Vmax values for all substrates are given as the specific activities of the sphingolipidhydrolases in normal males and females. It is concluded that leukocytes are the enzyme source of choice for the enzymic diagnosis of neurolipidoses.